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NCAA cancels men’s and women’s college basketball championships 
in response to virus outbreak 
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US tries to catch up with 


spread of coronavirus 


BY LORI HINNANT 
AND NICOLE WINFIELD 


Associated Press 


Sweeping travel bans cascad- 
ed around the globe Thursday, 
walling off countries and even 
entire continents, keeping peo- 
ple inside their homes, and 
slowing the engines of com- 
merce to stem the coronavirus 


pandemic. 

Markets collapsed worldwide 
with the growing realization that 
there would be no fast end to 
the uncertainty. The escalating 
crisis sent U.S. stocks to their 
worst losses since the Black 
Monday crash of 1987, extend- 
ing a sell-off that wiped out 
most of Wall Street’s big run-up 
since President Donald Trump’s 


inauguration. 

Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of 
the National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Disease, ac- 
knowledged that the United 
States was lagging other coun- 
tries in testing to learn how 
widespread the virus really is. 

“It is a failing, let’s admit it,” 
he told lawmakers. 

After weeks downplaying the 


virus, Trump’s announcement 
of strict rules barring most Euro- 
peans from entry came as a 
shock across the Atlantic. With- 
in hours, even the European 
Union’s passport-free travel 
came into question, with guards 
in places that had been without 
borders for more than a decade 
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Texas, Tarrant County confident 
on plans to stop coronavirus 


AMANDA MCCOY amccoy@star-telegram.com 


Laura Rodriguez wipes down surfaces in a classroom at John T. White Elementary School in Fort Worth on Thursday. Members of the 
custodial staff and volunteers from the bus fleet are working throughout the week to deep clean all Fort Worth ISD schools. 


BY TESSA WEINBERG AND LUKE 
RANKER 


tweinberg@star-telegram.com 
lranker @star-telegram.com 


After hearing from state lead- 
ers Thursday, Tarrant County’s 
officials stressed that they’re 
prepared to contain and test for 
coronavirus as the number of 
cases grow. 

In a call with Texas mayors, 
county judges and state law- 
makers, Gov. Greg Abbott and 


the heads of the Texas Depart- 
ment of State Health Services, 
Texas Division of Emergency 
Management and Texas Educa- 
tion Agency outlined the state’s 
plan to mitigate the spread of 
COVID-19. 

As of Thursday afternoon, 
there are at least 34 confirmed 
cases of the coronavirus in Tex- 
as, including one in Fort Worth. 
Eleven of the cases are related 
to repatriated patients being 
monitored at the Lackland Air 


Force Base in San Antonio. 
Everyone who came in con- 
tact with an Episcopal priest 
who tested positive for the dis- 
ease has been identified, Tar- 
rant County Public Health direc- 
tor Vinny Taneja said Thursday 
afternoon. Those at highest risk 
for infection have been told to 
stay home for two weeks and 
their condition is being mon- 
itored, he said. He would not 
say how many people had been 
tested or asked to quarantine. 


“We’re not experiencing any 
difficulties with that,” Tarrant 
County Judge Glen Whitley said 
of the county’s coronavirus 
testing capabilities. 

Tarrant County’s public 
health lab serves 33 counties, 
and is one of 10 that is expected 
to have local testing capabilities 
by the end of March. Abbott 
said last week that once all 10 
labs are up and running, the 
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Cleaning 
products 
becoming 
elusive for 
shoppers 


BY EMERSON CLARRIDGE 
eclarridge@star-telegram.com 


On the black metal shelves 
at a Walmart just south of the 
Ryan Place neighborhood, 
boxes of soap bars were 
stocked deep Wednesday 
evening. A shopper could 
have all of the shampoo he 
wanted. But you were out of 
luck if it was hand sanitizer 
you sought. 

At many stores in Fort 
Worth this week, the alcohol- 
based liquid and a collection 
of other cleaning products 
were elusive as coronavirus 
increased demand for them. 

With their shopping carts 
at their side, West Fort 
Worth neighbors Cindy and 
Patty lingered outside a Tar- 
get Thursday afternoon dis- 
cussing the virus that has 
reshaped life across the 
world. 

They had just been inside 
the Montgomery Plaza store 
off of 7th Street, where sup- 
plies like disinfectant wipes 
were prized merchandise. 

Patty Sparks, in her 60s, 
said she was preparing like a 
resident of the Houston area 
might for a hurricane or an 
Eastcoaster girding for a 
blizzard. She was gathering 
items she would need if she 
had to stay home for a bit. 

Sparks, who said that earli- 
er she spent 45 minutes wait- 
ing to check out at Sams 
Club, was concerned she 
would not have everything 
she needed. 

“Tm just being cautious,” 
she said. 

Cindy, who declined to 
share her last name, thought 
the threat the virus presented 
was overblown in television 
and newspaper reporting that 
had fueled panic unneces- 
sarily and was politically 
driven. 

Coronavirus is not all that 
different from other illnesses, 
she said, and she would rath- 
er news media cover some- 
thing else. 

“It’s nonstop. There’s no 
escaping hearing about it,” 
she said. 

On Wednesday, only a 
handful of disinfectant wipes 
remained on shelves at an 
Albertsons on Alton Road 
near Texas Christian Uni- 
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Panther Island bridges 
get additional $20 million 


BY LUKE RANKER 
lranker @star-telegram.com 


FORT WORTH 

A North Texas transportation 
authority agreed to boost Fort 
Worth’s Panther Island bridges, 
already behind schedule, with 
an additional $20 million. 

The North Central Texas 
Council of Governments’ Re- 


gional Transportation Council 
approved the extra money in the 
form a $15 million federal trans- 
portation grant and another $5 
million that will be paid back to 
the council of governments 
through a special tax district. 
The Regional Transportation 
Council is a group of 44 elected 
or appointed officials from 
across the Metroplex and repre- 
sentatives from each of the 


area’s transportation providers. 
The body allocations how feder- 
al and state transportation dol- 
lars are spent across Dallas-Fort 
Worth. 

Originally budgeted at $69.9 
million, the new cost is a little 
more than $89 million. 

The $20 million increase will 
cover money the Texas Depart- 
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AMANDA MCCOY amccoy@star-telegram.com 


Construction continues at the Panther Island bridges at Henderson 


Street. The project is behind schedule. 
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